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FBI to have smeared so ^his nonsense a new hfcasp ' simply openness to new evi 
many people, it is important on life. * v — ~^ r *.--dencp./^ Katherine Anne 

that we not stoop to its ma,; f $ f . Porter, in her Bappy little 

level. Yet the .flagrant ^4) Th^ charge that the book. The Never-Ending 
criminality' of the FBI : is' ijFBI framed Sacco and Van-,, Wrong, takes pride in her 
overlooked - by^ those- whp zettiyiirTtift kentimentalists'ji almost total ignorance of all- 
concentrate on wild charges |:ipe oyt again; this fnonthyW/lIat^tudiesiof this myrdef, 
brought agaipsf'tiikBpreaUr ^ijn'ark' the SO^^anniversp^'^c'e^el (Miss Porter mam' 
For! instances’' i’-.the -two ‘ anarchists’ aged/ however, to read tliq 

1) The charge that' the- execution.?’? Massachusetts "one serious recent book that ' 

FBJ framed Alger Hiss — a Gov. Michael y Dukakis >' tried ^to 'exonerate the two ' 
'charge made on grounds we added to the problem with ■ immigrants. She read only . 
would find laughablf if |he his weird ^exoneration" of /one article by Francis Ru$- .... 
FBI adduced them. the pair.iwhich was not a sell, and misreports that. 

2) Tiie charge that- the pardon,. not even a. Judg- f - *' ’ 

FBI cooperated *ini - the ;ment, but: a kind of unfo* 
assassination ' of John F, ■ cused applogy ^- indeed, a 
Kennedy, : or helped ? his ^proclamation that fie would 
assassins to go free/ The ifpake no} jtydgmertti/xThat 
House ofw Representatives {may represent a new kind 
got' taken in, recently, by of political - honesty,- but the. ballistic evidence, the 
Mark Lane; but fooling con- {even hoif'ept people- ghcmld. charges of trial bias and the 
gressmen is no big deaf, jtry, attimesitotWnk,^,.;^ evidence for FBI framing 

ahnnlH' E(»fl Thfl • beatthinkine'^nn and found that Sannn’a 


She seems not to know his 
book on the subject. ) ■ 

- If Miss Porter had conde- 
scended to do her home- 
work, she would have found 
that Russell has, retested 


The rest of us should' see The best thinking^ on 
that Lane is one of the few ’ Sacco^and ^y ahzetti has 
people who can make J. been dohe,|over the years, 
Edgar Hoover look Hkelp in a book’and series of arti- 
careful civil libertarian^;^ -cles by Ffapcis Russell. Biit 

r • he has not been alone. A 
3) The charge jhatYtlie 
FBI framed the/ Rosen 
bergs 

. _i j-'.^- 


and found that Sacco’s gun 
was used in the mbrder, 
(though Vanzetti might not 
have known this), the trial 
was called fair even by the 
defense lawyers (no matter 
j whole grptip of reluctant, what!; (the prejudice ex* 
witnesses against the padi* pressed outside the court 


Roberf i Coover’s cal t'herqe^Jias bee ^proy- room ), gntjl the _ appe als 


established proper proce- *. 
dure. 

In- the current National 
Review, Russell adds the [ 
last conclusive bit to his 
case. For years he could not ; 
pry FBJ( documents put of il. 
Edgar Rppver, fkif poy/the, 
Frecdompfji^ormation Act/j 
has' revealed that; two px-; 
)^I men who alleged a plot* 
Against fsacco and y&nzetti ; 
were, disgruntled liars from' 
the pre-Hoover regime,/ 
Hoover's crimes were Ideo- 
logical. These men’s were; 
just venal, and had nothing 
solid to back them, - — - ■ ■ 

None of this can. excuse > 
the FBI's vile and tragic ac*. 
tlvities. Power fends to cor- 4 
nipt;' and J. Edgar Hoover, 
given a power unique in, 
American /history; { was* 
uniquely, corrupted. { do npt „ 
mention Russell’s impor- 
tant findings for the good of 
the FBI, but for our own ' 
good. Repudiating .false 1 
charges is the only 'way we* 
can escape the FBI's own 
fate. The bureau ended up 
mim icking its own ene mies,. 


becoming J crooks to catch 
crooks, adopting totalitar- 
ian methods to fend off to- 
talitarianism. Those who 
imitate the bureau forfeit 
theif credibility in < 


